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Þ He law of friendſhip obligeth, me to de 
your deſrre, by affording to you my ſenſe 
touching bis Majeſt 'y bis Conceſſeons towards! 
removal of Epiſcopal ptr por, et the Bil 0 f 
"Abolition. © © 


His Majeſties Conceſſions to | the Bill 
_ of Abolition ofArch-Biſhops,' Biſhops, 
&c. Stated 


& 
Conſidered. . \ 


Is Majeſty bark fatty an#l6hp reffcly Sek 
& ed ro the Bill of Abolition, and removall of 

_ the whole Hierarchy contained in'the Bill, 
excepting that part thereof whick relates 
to Biſhops; 'Whofe jurifdiQtize power (as 
"Y * kecak it) he harh atſo abropate@ fically 
and for ever, except rhe two Hoiiſes ſhifforheriviſeYerer- 
mine , aud hath reſerved to them ſome power#litt Grdina- 
tion otily, wherein he would have them to be(as we uſe to 
fiy,) of the Luorumby the uſe or power of ;a nevarive voice 


in that aQivn, bur withal, dork b actually flpepd het from 


the 


Aa > >. 


(4) 
the exerciſe of all manner of power of Ordination for three 
years; during which time he hath oblig-d himfelfe to make 
no other; no more Biſhops, but refers himſelf to furcher de- - 
bate and conſultation of Divines, whar ſhall obraine in the 


Conediys Forlend after the expiration of that terme;: ac- 
cording as himſctfe and the'rwo Houtes ſhall derermme up- 
on'their advice ; which may probably upon his Majeſties in- 
formation more throughly in the point, iſſue toa total abo= 
lition of both the name and. all power of Biſhops. But if 
_ then his Majeſty-ard the Houſesſhall not agree, the Biſhop 
'thaſlhavepower of Ordination with the coruncet and con- 
- Tent of the Presbyters, or the major part of them conjoyned 
- 6r cooperating with him. Which Presbyters are not to be 
- nominated or appointed by his Majefty atone, much lefle ar- 
\bitratily.aſociated by rbe Bithop bimklfe,”. but appointed 
and aurhoriſcd by his Majeſty and the two Houles; znd:not 
otherwile. x ok 

 Thisbeing the cleare ſtate (as farre as Tunderſtand) of 
his Majefty hts Conceſſion, except I be miſtaken in the length 
ot tha need cooperate, Which.is not bis Majeltigs expreſſion, 
'T halt offer to you theſe rwortonfiderations uponir, 


Confid. by: 


Firſt, whether the Biſhops of Z=g/and, (and towhom 0n- 
ly the bill extends) be not hereby in <cfteR/ aboliſhed, not 
- only as to their poſſe, but allo astotheireſs; for, _— 


4 4 Ro 4 


1, There remaines no viſible way of making any Biſhop 
hereafrer , becauſe rhe Deanes and, Chapters, who 
were by the lawes and uſage of this Kingdometo'e- 
le& the Piſhop recommended, to them/by|the' Kings 
conge. de liere,/are utterly taken away, fo a there ean + 
be no proceeding to an Ordination of them, and ifthe 
book or forme of canſecration be together with the 
Book of Common Frayer alſo aboliſhc, I cannot ſee 

. but that the Biſhops are'aboliſht allo, and cannot be 
made without. ſome new, way of conſtitution which 
reſts in the power of the Parliament, © 


2, The 
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(3) 


2, The Biſhops that now are; cannot afcer, three years: 
ordaine, except the Houles agree to appoint Presby- 
ters to joyne with: them in that ation, which if the 

_ . Houſes ſhall not do,::the Biſhops power is ill under - 
ſuſpenſion; and if. the Presbyterial Goveramens arid 

| Ordination were bur. granted indefinitely, as ic is for 
three years, Ido not ſee butirt would reſt in the power 

. of the Houſes whether the Biſhop ſhould eycr ordainc 
or no , and fo in effect be» vacated, being limir- 


* ed ro. a concurrence'-of -Presbyters: which are not 


, found, ; | 
3.. His Majeſty in this Conceſon ſeems tome, (which 1 


fpeak under his Majeſties favour) to have gone quite beſide 
his owwne level; for in his Papers given to the Divines at 
Newport, He euts out the Epiicopall office by the patterne 
of the Apoltles, and of 7imothy and Titus, whoſe Epiſcopal} 
office (as he cabs it,) did not conſiſt only in a CONCUTTe nce 
with a major part of Presbyters in Ordination,or a negative 
voyce to ſuch a major part;nor do the Scriptures by his Ma- 
jeſty alkedged, prove them to have been Biſhops in this ſenſe 
and laticude onely, but the Primitive Biſhops of the ſecond, 
and haply ſome of the firſt Century after Chriſt, were rathey 
of this model,beiag of the 2»orwm in Ordination Which Pri- 
mitive Biſhops, (as the Nivincs fay in their Anſwer) mighe 
pallibly be, and yet the Biſhops of Engl/andbe aboluhr, and 
ſoit /appears that the ' Biſhops in the Bill preſented to his 
Majeſty , arc by this Conceſſion of his quite altered and eaſt 
in anew mou!d; which if his Majeſty would:pleaſe to make 
as anew tendry to his Houſes of Parliament, and expreſſe- 
ly remove the old, the rub would be in a'manner quite taken. 
out of the way, which remains.in the opinien, of many, be- 
cauſe his Majeſty doth under the hame of the preſent Biſhop 
capitulate before-hand for a new Epiſcopacy, which preſent 
Biſhop, if you ſhall not concu:rre with me in. opinion that 
keis in effcRaboliſht by his Majcſties-Conceſſion, - yet cer- 
tainly he is reduced to. 10 fmall a haice. as Tannoc,; be divided. 
any more;for if the King (hoald,go-but one ſtep furcher,and 
take off that negative voice, which this Bilkop that is offered. 
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isto have in Ordination, he would be then no more then 
one Presbyter, as he is very little more by this Conceſſion, 
inthe affirmative part of ating, though he be more in the »e- 
ative part of nor ating, - which negative voyce' of the Bi- 
thop would very ſedome be uſed, or.if ic were, all reaſon is, 
thar the expeRant or candidate of the miniſtry, ſhould have 
ſomerclict of his gravamen, by appeale tothe Provinciall 
meetings, or ſome other Aſſembly,which ſhould have power 

to determine the cafe; and then I cannor fe but that even this 
Acgative. yoice is rengred in effeA nothing,and ſo the Biſhop 
in cfte& aboliſhed; and if I was in a capacity to ſupplicate 
his. Majeſty, I ſhould beſecch him to conſider that there is 
ſome difference between gravamen ſpirits and /igamen con. 
ſcientia. For the affeion be bearsto that Government of 
EPoppey, and the long oe. ae it in the Church, may be 
ou his ſpirit,and make the Abolition wwpleaſing, which 

yet donot. binde the conſcience, or make the doing it un- 
lawfull to him, F 9125 5 2 0 

Conſid, 2. 


.* Secondly, | it may be conſidered if the Biſhopbe notin 
effeR absliſht in regard of his being, 
I, Whether ir be any inconvenience, to fet up in every 
County or Province a Presbytery for Ordination, (the jurifdi- 
ve pare to goas isalready eſtabliſht in Elderſhips, Claſſes 
and Synods) of the graveſt and moſt: judicious - Miniſters, 
to give reputation to the Ordination, and to prevent the 
miſadminiſtrationthereof in the Claſſes, moſt of which in 
England may-haply not conſiſt of a competent number of 
men ſo fit to exerciſe it; for Iam of opinion, that Ordina- 
tion by Presbyters is good and lawfull, and that one'of the 
Bzeornm concurring withthem m Ordination, renders not 
the ſame evillor unlawtull; for ifir did fo, I ſee not how the 
Ay inbeing, can well juſtify their owne. - - 
-'3; This way propounded by his Majeſty might happily 
reduce-alt the' Divines of £ngl/and into a liking or accep+ 
tance of the Government, and fo take off thar dium or 
prejudice:whic|vie lies under-with them and others. - 
| | 32 3. The 


(7) 

3. The way of Ordination by Presbyters in every Pro* 
vince or Connty ſele&ed by. ponent prima vice, might 
prevent a great deale of influence which the now ſequeſt- 
red Divines being reſtored to a capacity of Paſtoral charves; 
will have in the ſeveral Claſſes where ſhall be feared. © 

4. That the Presbyterians ought to take heed rhar che 
cauſe of the continuance of the Warre and alt che miſc. 
rics of it-be nor laid at their doore, and thar for oppofing 
a thing in it felfe tawful , bar not ar preſent ro be gorten 
quite off, by reaſon of rhe Kings preſent unſarisfation, and 
his deſire of time and meanes of better information. - 

5. That ſuch Presbyterians as cannot finde a 7 Divi 
»um for Ruling Elders aRing in OQrdination, do jadge ic as 
great a diſconformity to allow the Ruling Elder a power of 
co-operation and authority in ordaining Miniſters, as to al- 
low one tobe of the 2zoram, who is thereby no more 
then a Presbyter, nor hath the Keyes any more in his hand 
for that, then a 1ederatonr for the preſent time may have,, 
for orders ſake. _ 

6 That the Covenant binding to extirpate Biſhops, if it 
be underſtood in. /erſ# divi/o in that Article, and not (as- 
many conceive) in /en/# compoſito onely, doth notoblige us. 
to breake the peace of all, if every thing be not to be had at 
firſt; and if the great and ancient Treebe to be felled: 
downe by agreement, ſhall the-partigs fight with one an- 
other, becauſe the one wiltfetti+downe chip by chip, the 0- 
ther will teare it up at once by the rootes? And there. 
fore I humbly pray the honourable Members of Parlia- 
ment, the warnedPresbyterians, and (as they are called)In- 
dependents. to conſider. of this Punfillzo, as it is laid in the: 
ballance againſt the loſſe of all his Majeſty his-other Con- 
ceſſions, and the fruits and conſequences of new diſtratt- 
ons and ſadder times ; for (I ſpeake onely in caſe that 
the King can be got no furrher) it ought to be well weighed 
whether this negative Vore in Ordination, be ſuch a thing» 
as may jultly ymbirtcr all vur pra beſides, And it any 
ſhould ſay that out of this old. root the old: Epiſcopacy, 


will. grow againe : I do not conceive that. it is poſlible, be- 
ns; 


> 
F 
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(8.) 
ing hoop'd about by the iron hoope of Laws:for thePrimitive 
-jD) aach grew-ſo 5% becauſe the Pagan Frinces. lopked 
not after that Goyernment , which was but exerciſed over 
ſuch voluntacies as put theirnecks under it, and Chriſtian 
rinces thought they ſhould allow it as much -as it had un- 


” 


Princ 


' der Heathens But as for the reſurreftion of it after it's dead, 


& cannot be, but by Parliament, and againſt an AR of Par-- 
liament , there is no fortification to be made; In fine, if 
pARnce prevaile with you to accept leſſe then you aske, I 

ymbly bcſecch the King to grant more then. he yer offers, 
for the common peace ſake, which is to be: purchaſed at any 
ratenext.the price.of truth, andeven ſome truths are tobe 
abated, or forborne to be exerciſed for the preſent, for the 
common and publike peace, Yale. AS. apts © IE 
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